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Mr. Churchill, romantically British as he is, realises that,
when he talks about a war of liberation for Europe. But
we need much more evidence than we have at present that
Mr. Churchill, or anyone else in the Government, has
soberly considered the part which propaganda must play
here and abroad if Europe is to be liberated before the
hold of the Nazi machine has substituted apathy for anger.
In Mr. Churchill himself the nation has found a
magnificent propagandist. His confident courage, his
superb knack of finding the phrase that sticks, and his
natural buoyancy are remarkably effective in maintaining
unity in this country. They are precisely adapted for a
moment when nationalism is at its height because invasion
seems imminent. They are effective in the Empire and in
the U.S.A., where Mr. Churchill's language is under-
stood, and where it carries conviction. Britain seems at
last to have a Government that means what it says and has
courage and leadership at the top. One or two other
British speakers have been found to keep us in good heart
in a crisis. Mr. Bevin has proved effective, and Mr. J. B.
Priestley has recalled to complicated and hesitant minds
the simple truth that, whatever our politics and our differ-
ences and our international aspirations, we are, in the last
resort, a people with a way of living that we cherish
and a freedom that would die with Hitler's victory. But
this is not enough. How inadequate it is, the story of Mr.
Duff Cooper's broadcasts effectively illustrates. Newly
appointed as Minister of Information, Mr. Duff Cooper,
a lover of France as well as of England, pleased a large
majority of the public with talks whose appeal was much
the same as Mr. Priestley's. Unfortunately Mr. Duff
Cooper became more and more literary. He talked about
the Armada and Napoleon's attempts at invasion a century
and a quarter ago, and he allowed himself the luxury,of
reading long patriotic poems, forgetful that to a large part
of the population all this seemed irrelevant rodomontade;
that when he spoke of our feeling about the soil of England,